
Revenue Vehicles 

Articulated Coach

Gillig Coach 

Identification Requirements for Revenue Vehicles
All county vehicles are required by state law
(RCW 46.08.065) to have identifying markings. Only 
vehicles used in mass transportation or driver training, 
or by law enforcement agencies for undercover or 
confidential investigative purposes are exempt from this 
state requirement. King County Metro, however, does 
require that all revenue vehicles such as articulated 
coaches, regular coaches, vans and sub-brand vans  
include and properly display the King County Metro 
logo as well as additional identification. 

The following pages show a variety of buses and vans   
displaying the required markings and identification.  

Detailed specifications for these markings appears in the 
companion document Metro Signing Standards Manual. 

Requirements for Non-Revenue Vehicles
All non-revenue vehicles such as service vans, tow trucks, 
administrative vehicles and support equipment must 
display the correct King County Metro logo and agency 
identification as per RCW 46.08.065. These requirements 
are outlined on pages that follow. 
   

No Logo on 
Rear of Bus

DART
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Revenue Vehicles 

Low-Floor Coach

Champion Van 

Shown above are vehicles displaying the required Metro logo and other identification.  Detailed specifications 
for these markings appear in the Metro Signing Standards Manual. 
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Revenue Vehicles–Sub-brand Display 

Access Service–Goshen Van

Shown above are vehicles displaying the required Metro logo and other identification.  Detailed specifications 
for these markings appear in the Metro Signing Standards Manual. 
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Shown above are vehicles displaying the required Metro logo and other identification.  Detailed specifications 
for these markings appear in the Metro Signing Standards Manual. 

DART Service–Goshen Van

Vanpool Service–Vans

Revenue Vehicles –Sub-brand Display 
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Non-Revenue Vehicles & Equipment

Service Vans 

Administrative Vehicles

Legal Requirement for Non-Revenue Vehicles
All county vehicles are required by state law
(RCW 46.08.065) to have identifying markings. Only 
vehicles used in mass transportation or driver training, 
or by law enforcement agencies for undercover or 
confidential investigative purposes are exempt from this 
state requirement. All Metro non-revenue vehicles such 
as service vans, administrative vehicles, tow trucks, 
etc., and larger pieces of equipment, must display the 
correct Metro agency identification as determined by 
RCW 46.08.065.

The law specifies that the insignia shall not be less than 
six inches in diameter (or comparable volume) at its 
smallest dimension (The Metro guidelines require an 
overall size of xxxx for the King County Metro logo). 
Immediately below the lettering identifying the public 
identity shall be the name of the agency operating the 
vehicle. The agency, department or division name will 
appear on both sides of the vehicle in letters one and 

one quarter inch high.  Below the King County Metro logo 
shall appear the words "for official use only" in letters at 
least one inch high in a color contrasting with the color of 
the vehicle. 

The Metro paint shop will install decals, markings and 
insignia on vehicles before they are released for use.

Identification for Non-Street Vehicles and Equipment
Vehicles and equipment not specifically referred to in 
RCW 46.08.065 and including those not used on streets 
and roads must show some form of county identification. 
The following I.D. considerations should be followed:
a. Vehicles and equipment with suitable large, flat 
surfaces should display a reduced I.D. version similar to 
that used on cars and trucks.

b. Vehicles and equipment with limited areas for display 
should use the King County Metro logo, department and 
division names as separate units, which should be 
placed in readable locations and in the above sequence.
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Decal Color and Contrast

Shown: driver's side and passenger-side identification

Decal Colors and Vehicle Colors
Vehicles and equipment identification decals are 
printed in two varieties: black and white. Vehicles that 
are painted darker colors receive white decals for 
maximum contrast. Conversely, white and lighter- 

colored vehicles would use the black decals for 
maximum visibility. Vehicles that are painted medium 
values should receive black decals unless white is 
more readable.

Medium value body 

White or light body 

Black or dark body 
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1. Logo: King County Metro logo

2. Department: Department of Transportation
TYPE: Verdana Regular (all caps);124pt on 124pt, Horizontal scale = 85%; Tracking: -20 +custom kerning

3. Division: Metro Transit Division
TYPE: Verdana Bold (caps/lower case);124pt on 124pt; Horizontal scale = 100%; Tracking: -40 +custom kerning      

4. For Official Use Only: appears on all King County Metro non-revenue vehicles and equipment.
TYPE: Times Regular Italic (all caps); 110pt; Horizontal scale = 100%; Tracking: 100                  

General Specifications 
Material (Silk-screen): Mylar, clear, 2 mil., with adhesive back
Material (Knife-cut): Vinyl, 3 mil., with adhesive back
Ink Color (Silk-screen): Black or white
Vinyl Color (Knife-cut): Black or white
Production: Silk-screen printing and knife-cut process by King 
County Metro Paint Shop.

Artwork: Electronic files for standard vehicle and 
equipment identification are provided by King County 
Metro Information Services, 206-684-1576. 
Use: This style of identification is to be used on all King 
County Metro non-revenue vehicles and larger pieces 
of equipment. 

 
Decal Information Specifications
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Flush left 

Flush left 

1.25

2.125

Variable
(min. 2")

Variable
(min. 2" to 
door bottom 

1.25

1.00

1.00

6.00”
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Decal Placement

Decal Application
King County Metro Transit uses a variety of makes and 
models of cars and trucks in its fleet. Usually the front 
right and left doors provide a large and visually 
recognizable area for car and truck identification. 
Ideally, it is desired to have a decal applied in one 
piece on a flat surface, but the majority of front doors 

have unique side trim, door moldings, body contours 
etc., as well as mirrors and handles. To avoid these 
obstacles and simplify application, decals are applied 
in sections. It is recommended, when possible, that 
decals be applied on clear, smooth planes of the door 
avoiding raised surfaces and recessed areas. 

1"
 

1/
2"

1"

1/2" Other Decals: 
Extend mylar 
1" beyond image 
on 4 sides

Logo Only: 
Extend mylar 
1" beyond image 
on 4 sides
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